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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
AUBURN INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

Wednesday, June 19, 2019 @ 5:00pm 
Memorial City Hall 

24 South Street, Auburn, NY 13021 
 
Board Present:   James Dacey (Chair & Member of Business) 
 William Andre (Vice-Chair & Member of Labor) 
 Tricia Kerr (Secretary & Member at Large) 
 Brandon Gravius (Member of Industry) 
 Roger Beer (Member at Large) 
 Ron LaVarnway (Member at Large) 
 Michael Quill (Council Member) 
 Terry Cuddy (Council Member) 
 Jeff Gasper (School Board Member) 
Staff & Guests:  Tracy Verrier, Executive Director 
 Samantha Frugé, Assistant Treasurer 
 Rick Cook (Hancock Estabrook) 
 Mark Schulz, Dawn Schulz (Prison City Brewing) 
 Joseph Bartalotta (JBJ Real Property)  
 David Wilcox (Citizen Reporter) 
   
Mr. Dacey, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:00pm, noting the presence of a 
quorum.   

MEETING MINUTES 
Mr. Dacey asked if there was any discussion for the April and May meeting minutes.  
Mr. Cuddy noted the May meeting minutes listed Mr. Gravius as both present and 
absent from the meeting. Ms. Frugé advised she would amend the minutes to reflect 
that Mr. Gravius was absent for the May meeting. Mr. LaVarnway moved to accept 
the minutes from the April 16th Regular Meeting and May 15th Regular Meeting as 
amended, seconded by Mr. Cuddy.  All members present voted in favor, motion 
carried.  
 
BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Ms. Frugé presented bills from The Citizen for the notices of public hearings for both 
Prison City Brewing ($38.12) and JBJ Real Property ($97.55). Mr. LaVarnway 
motioned to approve and pay the bills, seconded by Mr. Beer. All members present 
voted in favor, motion carried.  

 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

Mr. Beer reviewed the May profit and loss and balance sheet, noting $500 income 
from project application fees, and roughly $13,000 in operating expenses. He noted 
there was $31,000 of expected income for the remainder of the year according to the 
budget, and that cash balance is lower compared to the year prior. Mr. LaVarnway 
motioned to approve the report of the treasurer, seconded by Mr. Andre. All members 
present voted in favor, motion carried.  
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 



   

INITIAL RESOLUTION: Prison City Brewing: Ms. Verrier advised that the Board would be voting on 
an Initial Project Resolution and the Authorizing Resolution would likely be prepared by the July 
meeting, following a completed site plan and SEQR by the City. The public hearing for this project 
had occurred prior to this meeting. Mr. Dacey asked the Board if they had any further questions 
or discussion before the project went to a vote? The Board had none.  
Mr. Beer made a motion to approve the Initial Project Resolution as proposed, seconded by Ms. 
Kerr. The resolution was put to a roll call vote as follows: 

NAME Yes Nay Absent Abstain 
JAMES DACEY X    
WILLIAM ANDRE X    
JEFF GASPER X    
ROGER BEER    X 
TERRY CUDDY X    
MICHAEL QUILL X    
TRICIA KERR    X 
RON LAVARNWAY X    
BRANDON GRAVIUS X    

 
The motion was passed. 
 

AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION: JBJ Real Property: Mr. Dacey advised the Board that they will be 
voting on the Authorizing Resolution for the sales tax exemption extension for JBJ Real Property, 
for which the public hearing had occurred prior to the meeting. Mr. Dacey asked the Board if 
they had any further questions or discussion before the project went to a vote? The Board had 
none. Ms. Verrier advised the requested extension goes through December 31, 2020. Mr. Quill 
made a motion to approve the Authorizing Resolution as proposed, seconded by Mr. LaVarnway. 
The resolution was put to a roll call vote as follows: 
 

NAME Yes Nay Absent Abstain 
JAMES DACEY X    
WILLIAM ANDRE    X 
JEFF GASPER X    
ROGER BEER X    
TERRY CUDDY X    
MICHAEL QUILL X    
TRICIA KERR X    
RON LAVARNWAY X    
BRANDON GRAVIUS X    

 
The motion was passed. 
 
CEDA Staff Updates: Ms. Verrier advised the Board that recently CCIDA passed an amendment to 
their UTEP to allow for PILOTs for solar development projects. She noted that IDAs are putting 
standardized PILOTs into place for these types of projects in response to RPTL 487, a 
complicated law that could provide an automatic property tax exemption for large-scale solar 
development based on a notification from developers. The law requires solar developers to 
notify affected taxing jurisdictions of their intent for the project and to request a property tax 
exemption, and if the jurisdictions did not respond in 60 days the project was automatically 



   

exempt from paying property taxes on the improvements. Ms. Verrier explained that in response 
to the law, communities are requesting solar projects contact their local IDA to apply for a PILOT 
instead of having municipalities negotiate individual agreements. Ms. Verrier advised that there 
could be some solar development within the City and explained that she received a request from 
CNYRPDB (Central New York Regional Planning & Development Board) who was working with 
the City on solar development at the landfill. Ms. Verrier asked the Board their thoughts on 
exploring those types of PILOTs or if they preferred to have CCIDA take on those projects and 
have just one entity handling them? Mr. Cuddy asked if job creation was an integral component 
of solar projects? Ms. Verrier said that solar PILOTs are based more on community and 
environmental benefit, like distributing low cost clean energy to residents and businesses. She 
added that solar projects are construction job creators, but each project is different in terms of 
where the labor comes from (local vs. developer’s HQ location). Mr. LaVarnway asked what the 
benefit would be to have one entity take the lead on solar projects? Ms. Verrier said it could 
create efficiencies, but essentially both Boards had the same staff.  Mr. Dacey asked if there 
would be an issue if the project would be using City-owned property? Ms. Verrier said the only 
issue would arise if the City wanted to extend additional benefit. Mr. Quill stated his concern that 
solar projects were not job creators. He added that he would like more information on solar 
PILOTs and to leave their options open. Mr. Dacey asked if there was a monetary benefit for 
AIDA to handle solar projects within the City rather than have CCIDA handle them? Ms. Verrier 
said there would be administrative fees tied to the projects, which would be a revenue source. 
She added that some projects could be multi-million dollar projects, making the administrative 
fees sizable. Mr. Cuddy noted his concern that if they decided to let CCIDA take the lead on solar 
projects, it could set a precedent for other projects. Mr. Cuddy asked if there was liability for 
entering an agreement? Ms. Verrier explained that they would need to set their PILOT structure 
similar to CCIDA so they don’t create a situation where projects go to one entity instead of the 
other for more favorable terms. Ms. Verrier said she would contact the NYSERDA representative 
that she had worked with while setting up the CCIDA policies and perhaps see if he could attend 
the next AIDA meeting. She added that she would share the updated UTEP and evaluation policy 
from CCIDA and a sample PILOT schedule.  
 
Bluefield Manor Updates: Ms. Verrier advised that Bluefield Manor was still exploring their 
options in regards to their PILOT. Mr. Gasper asked when their PILOT expired and Ms. Verrier 
replied that it expired in 2021.  

 
ADJOURNMENT  
Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Beer, seconded by Mr. LaVarnway.  All members present voted in 
favor; meeting adjourned at 5:30pm. 

Next regularly scheduled meeting Wednesday, July 17th, 2019 @ 5:00pm at 2 State Street.  






















